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ANNCR: 

THE U.S. SUPREME COURT HAS RULED THAT PROHIBITIONS ON 
CLERGYMEN HOLDING OFFICE VIOLATE THE AMERICAN CONSTITUTION. CHRIS 
KERN REPORTS. 

VOICE: 

EVER SINCE IT WAS ESTABLISHED BACK IN 1796, THE STATE OF 
TENNESSEE HAS DISQUALIFIED MINISTERS FROM HOLDING CERTAIN 
PUBLIC OFFICES. ON AND OFF THROUGH THE YEARS, 12 OF THE OTHER 
STATES IN THIS COUNTRY HAVE HAD SIMILAR PROHIBITIONS, BUT ALL OF 
THEM WERE EITHER REPEALED BY THE STATE LEGISLATURES OR RULED 
INVALID BY THE COURTS -- AND SINCE 1974, TENNESSEE HAS BEEN ALONE 
IN RESTRICTING THE RIGHT OF CLERGYMEN TO ENGAGE IN POLITICS. 

NOW THE U.S. SUPREME COURT HAS INTERVENED WITH A UNANIMOUS 
DECISION THAT AFFIRMS THE RIGHT OF BAPTIST MINISTER PAUL MCDANIEL 
TO BE A DELEGATE TO A TENNESSEE STATE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 
THE JUSTICES WERE DIVIDED IN THEIR REASONS FOR THE RULING, 

BUT THEY GENERALLY AGREED THAT THE STATE'S BAN ON MEMBERS OF THE 
CLERGY HOLDING OFFICE FORCED MR. MCDANIEL AND OTHERS LIKE HIM 

TO CHOOSE BETWEEN THE PRACTICE OF THEIR RELIGION AND THE 
EXERCISE OF THEIR POLITICAL RIGHTS. 

THE PLURALITY OPINION -- WRITTEN BY CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN 
BURGER -~ WAS REPLETE WITH QUOTES FROM THIS COUNTRY'S FOUNDING 
FATHERS. IT CITES THOMAS JEFFERSON, JAMES MADISON AND JOHN 
WITHERSPOON, WHO WAS THE ONLY MINISTER TO SIGN THE DECLARATION 
OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE AND WHO ARGUED TONGUE-IN-CHEEK THAT IF 


CLERGYMEN WERE EXCLUDED FROM HOLDING OFFICE, THE BAN SHOULD BE 
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LIFTED IF THEY WERE FOUND TO ENGAGE IN "CURSING, SWEARING, 
DRUNKENNESS OR UNCLEANNESS." 

BUT THE MAIN POINT IN THE SUPREME COURT'S RULING IS THAT 
BANS ON MEMBERS OF THE CLERGY HOLDING OFFICE UNNECESSARILY 
INTRUDE ON THE FREE EXERCISE OF RELIGION. IN A SEPARATE OPINION, 
JUSTICE WILLIAM BRENNAN SAID SUCH PROHIBITIONS SHOW "PATENT 
HOSTILITY" TO RELIGION, NOT THE STRICT NEUTRALITY THE 
CONSTITUTION REQUIRES OF THE GOVERNMENT. HE SAID THAT WHILE IT'S 
POSSIBLE THAT SOME CLERGYMEN MIGHT TRY TO IMPOSE THEIR RELIGIOUS 
VIEWS ON OTHERS ONCE IN OFFICE, THE ANTIDOTE FOR THAT IS "TO 
SUBMIT THEIR VIEWS TO REFUTATION IN THE MARKETPLACE OF IDEAS AND 
THEIR PLATFORMS TO REJECTION AT THE POLLS." 
JS/RCS 


